
 
 

 
 

 ASSA Board of Directors 
June 2, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 
 

 
Phil Duerr called the meeting to order at 7:32PM. 
 
Allen Finney called the roll. 

 
Present: 

 
Phil Duerr Will Maffit Scott Hendren Charlie Toler 
Trey Bailey Allen Finney Dave O’Brien Amanda Quillin 
Nick Sherwood Samir Haj Melissa Moore  
             
Staff:     Gayle Smith, Robert Parr     
 
Brant Turner was absent. 
 

Gayle Smith commented that the board was not receiving written reports from the ODP 
Administrator, Melissa Moore. Phil Duerr said he would contact Melissa to follow up. 

 
Minutes of Board of Directors’ Meeting – April 28, 2014. Will Maffit made a motion to 
accept the minutes as submitted. Trey Bailey seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Reports: 
 
Phil Duerr, Gayle Smith, Robert Parr, Trey Bailey, Nick Sherwood, Allen Finney, Samir 
Haj, Scott Hendren, Dave O’Brien, Charlie Toler, Amanda Quillin, and Brant Turner 
submitted written reports. 
 
Phil Duerr thanked the board members for submitting their written reports for the month. 
 
Southern Regionals 2015 Report – in addition to the written report, Allen Finney 
thanked Gayle Smith for her efforts in dealing with the LRCVB as well as local hotels. 
There were some major issues that occurred during the month and Gayle worked hard 
to overcomes those issues.  

 
 
New Business: 
 
State Cup Review. In addition to what Amanda Quillin provided in her written report, she 
commented that overall the Kohl’s Cup went well. There was some concern over the 
lack of participation in the Fort Smith event. In review of the State Cup, Samir Haj 
summarized what he had provided in his written report. 
 
Sate Cup Format for 2014/15. Gayle Smith commented on a recent rule change for 
Region III President’s Cup. The rule change is as follows: 



 
 

 
 

 In US Youth Soccer State Associations where player registrations are 30,000 or 
fewer during the immediately preceding seasonal year, the Runner-up, or second 
place team in the US Youth Soccer National Championship Series may represent 
the state at the Region III Presidents Cup Tournament. 

o As an alternative, the State Association is free to designate any 
team except their USYSNC Champion as their representative to the 
Region III Presidents Cup Tournament. 

 
Gayle commented that we currently have a system that encourages teams to play down 
if they don’t think they can win in the Champions’ division.  Combining the divisions will 
make for better competition and we will send our best teams to both Regional events. 
 
Gayle provided state cup registration numbers for the 2013/2014 season: 
 
Age Bracket       State Championship         President’s Cup 
U13 Boys    2 teams    6 teams 
U13 Girls    3 teams    4 teams 
U14 Boys    2 teams    6 teams 
U14 Girls    1 team    3 teams 
U15 Boys    3 teams    3 teams 
U15 Girls    2 teams    3 teams 
U16 Boys    2 teams    3 teams 
U16 Girls    2 teams    1 team 
U17 Boys    4 teams    3 teams 
U17 Girls    1 team    1 team 
U18 Boys    1 team    0 team 
U18 Girls    4 teams    2 teams 
 
Following much discussion on the subject, Samir Haj made a motion to make the rule 
change per Gayle’s written suggestion. Gayle’s written suggestion is as follows: 
Combine the Champions and President’s divisions, sending our 1st place team to 
Southern Regionals and our 2nd place team to R3 President’s Cup.  We can offer one 
Gold division, which is the only division with the opportunity for advancement.  We can 
still offer a Silver division for teams not wanting to advance. Dave O’Brien seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 
 
Phil Duerr, Gayle Smith, Amanda Quillin, and Samir Haj will meet to finalize when the 
state cups will be and who will be eligible to participate in each event. 
 

 

Unfinished Business: 
 
Referee – Specifics of referee proposal. No information had been presented. Phil Duerr 
will contact Brant Turner to discuss further. 
 
Secondary Players for Recreational Teams – to Classic Team. With all of the work to 
prepare for the state cups there was no opportunity to meet and discuss this further. 
 



 
 

 
 

Communications: 
 
When is a player eligible to participate in activities outside of team? This question has 
been posed by several coaches.  Many teams that are not advancing to a Regional Cup 
are not active.  Players want the opportunity to participate in 3v3 events and other 
programs. 
 
Current Rule: 

4.1.1 Opening Training Sessions: A guest player form must be completed by any 
player wanting to participate in any type of event held by other local association. 

4.1.2 Having any organized club/team event (whether coordinated by a coach, club 
administrator, or parent) in which players registered with another association are 
allowed to participate is considered similar to holding a tryout and is considered 
illegal recruiting, if held outside of the permitted time period for tryouts. The 
exception to this rules players who have received written permission (guest 
player form) from his/her coach to attend. 

  
 
After much discussion no action was taken by the board. 
 
 
Looking Forward 

a. Region III President’s Cup, June 13 – 15, Decatur, AL 
b. Southern Regionals, June 20 – 26, Baton Rouge, LA 

   
 
For the Good of the Game 
 
Dave O’Brien shared with the board that many players on the U18 Boys team that he 
coaches will be continuing their soccer careers at the college level. 
 
 
Phil Duerr adjourned the meeting at 9:02.   
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Allen Finney 
Secretary 
Arkansas State Soccer Association 
 
     

 
 


